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THE Common Admission Test
2009 has been extended by a day
till December 8, but problems
continue to plague candidates
even now in ma~ters of resched-
uling of originally postponed, ex-
ams.

While some students have
been assigned outstation centres
at short notice, others have been
allotted more than one resched-
uled date. There are also those
whose exams got postponed in
the early slots but have not yet re-
ceived intimation about new
dates. Even some of the different-

ly-abled candidates have not
been spared, with rescheduled
dates being assignedto them at
inconvenientlocations.

CAT 2009 was originally
scheduled to run for 10 days from'
November 28 to December 7,
2009. "We are working with the
nMs to add an additional session
on day 11 to accomm(jdat~ them
within the cities they were origi-
nally scheduled." 'said Ramesh
Nava, Prometric's vice-president
and genera] managerfor Asia-Pa~
cific,Japan &Africa,in a release.

According to him, in response
to feedback from candidates, Pro-
metric has extended the hours for
the helpline number, CATCandi-
date Care, (1800 103 9293),
added more telephone lines !md
agents to accommodate the high
volume of calls.

Prometric's assurances
notwithstanding, problems
abound.Andthesearrangements

Whilesomestudents
havebeenassigned
outstationcentresat

shortnotice,othershave
beenallottedmorethan
onerescheduleddate

don't seem to be doing enough to
allay the fears of those candidates
who are facing rescheduling
problems. .

Bhopal resident and CATfirst-
timer Ashish Jain, ~ho despite
one-and-a -half years of prepara-
tion at TIME,says he isafraid that
he's not going to be able to sit for
the CATat all. "I booked the No-
vember 29th first slot which got
postponed. Iwas told that Iwould
be informed about the new date
in 48 hours but there was no
communication from Prometric's
end. It was only after I called the
helpline that I received a call as
late as Friday afternoon that my
test has been rescheduled to Luc-
know on December 7. My college
exams are on December 8h, how
can I make it to Lucknow?" he

said. "And I'II]just not being able
to get through to the helpline."

Jay Kvmar, another CATaspi-

rant from Bhopal is another suf-
ferer. Histest was re-scheduledin
Guwahati, from Bhopal. Since
Mr Kumar got, the message at
midnight, it was impossible for
him to take the exam thousands
of kms away, in a different state.
Luckily, this 20-year-old \engi-
neering student spoke with Pro-
metric and found a vacant seat in
one of the institutes in Bhopal it-
self. "They (Prometric) should
understand that its nearly impos-
sible for someone to reach from
one state to another over a short
notice of few hours. There were
no trains readily available and
everybody can not travel by air.
It's not a feasible option, " he says.

Avantika, 22, who is a gradu-
ate in BA marketing manage-
ment and retail business from'
College of Vocational Studies,
Delhi, too, had to go through the
nightmare of are-scheduled
exam in a different city. Ms
Avantika was supposed to sit for
the exam on December 2 at
Okhla (Delhi). But the test was
cancelled due to technical prob-
lems and her exam was re-
scheduled to December 4 at
Ghaziabad. Ms Avantika is a dif-
ferently-abled candidate and
had to go through the agony of
visiting an unfamiliar location,
far off from her place. "When
Prometric sent me the message
that my test will be held at Hi
Tech Institute, they did noteven
mention the location (city). We
had to figure)t out ourselves.
Moreover, I was scared tovisit an
unfamiliar place and had to take
help of my family and friends for
the same," she says.


