Last hope for CAT: Many CAT
candidates are feeling cheated, and
with good reason. Despite being
SMS-summoned to the test centres,
they were turned away. The test
coordinators refused to entertain
any reschedule requests. With the
schedule ending on Tuesday,
candidates are in despair. P 2



/ Aspirants begin to give up hope

Many Were Given Rescheduled Time3 But Refused Entry
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Bangalore: When Shashank A, a student
from Amrita School of Engineering, went
to CMR Institute of Management to take
a test on Sunday, he was shattered.
Though he reached the centre within the
given time, he was not allowed to take the
test. “I got a message from Prometric stat-

ing thatI need to reach the centre 90 min-
utes prior to the scheduled time. I reached
well within the stated time, but was not
allowed in. CAT coordinators at the cen-
tre rejected my request and refused to
take into consideration the message sent
by Prometric,” he said.

Shashank, a final year student, has to
reach Coimbatore as placements are start-
ing on campus. “I have to take a train on
Sunday evening as I have placements to

attend. I need to stay there for the next

four days. Since CAT-2009 will be over on
Tuesday, [ don’t see any chances of ap-
pearing for the test this year,” he said.
Shashank is not the only one. Three
other students with him were also denied
an attempt at the test for the same rea-
son. Sreeram M C, an architect whose test
too was scheduled at the CMR Institute
of Management, said: “I reached the cen-
tre at 1.45 pm as per the message from
Prometric. The message, along with the
other side of the admit card, read that I
need to be at the centre at 2 pm, as I was

scheduled for the second session. But they
refused to allow me to take the test. Idon’t
understand this.” An agitated Sreeram
contacted the escalation department of
Prometric, who refused his request to
reschedule the test.

In another centre, Garden City Col-
lege, a student Rakesh (name changed)
had his test scheduled on Sunday. Unfor-
tunately, due to a technical snag (his sys-

stem shut down while he was taking the

test) he couldn’t complete it. “I was solv-
ing the quant section and was doing well.
My system shut down and could not be
started again. The Prometric technician
at the centre assured me that my test
would be rescheduled and I need not wor-
ry. I have not yet received any confirma-
tion regarding the rescheduled date. With
only two days to go for CAT-2009, [ am re-
ally worried,” said Rakesh.

While CAT-2009 will close, the situa-
tion is still tense for those whose test has
been cancelled. Confusions and problems
are still cropping up at the test centres.
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Indian Connections at
Kathmandu University

m Starting with the convocations of the uni-
versity. In fact, a quick glance at the chief
guests who attended convocations shows
that Indians, (some from Bangalore), have
made the list:

The chief guest at Kathmandu University's
first convocation in 1995, was Dr MB
Athreya, economic advisor. In the next two
years, they were Dr A Gnanam, VC
Pondicherry University, and Dr M Rammohan
Rao, director, IIM Bangalore. Followed by Dr
Hari Pratap Gautam, chairman, UGC; by Dr S
Venkateswaran, director, BITS, Pilani; Banga-
lore’s Dr Raja Ramanna, chairman, IISc, as
well as Prof R Natarajan, IISc; and former
President of India, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

m Another Indian connection is the CV Ra-
man auditorium at the university, built with
financial support from India.

m In another first in 1994, considered a his-
toric agreement, the university granted affili-
ation to Manipal College of Medical Sciences
(MCOMS) in Pokhara, Nepal, to run the
MBBS programme. Till then, only Tribhuvan
University, Nepal, run by the government, of-
fered medical courses. Five years later,
MCOMS was allowed to start PG pro-
grammes like MD and MSc. Incidentally, at
MCOMS, 30% of the seats are free for
Nepalese students. A minimum of 25
Nepalese students are admitted on a highly
subsidised tuition fee. Also, 5 % of Nepalese
students are awarded a 100% scholarship.
® In 1996, Kathmandu University obtained
associate membership of Association of Indi-
an Universities.




